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Guildford  Rural  District. 


Area,  Popula-  [he  Rural  District,  up  to  Nov.  9th,  1904,  comprised 
tion,  $c.  . . .... 

18  Parishes,  grouped  into  five  Registration  sub-districts.  These, 

together  with  the  acreage,  number  of  inhabited  houses,  and 

population,  at  the  Census  of  1901,  were  as  follows  : — 


Registration 

Sub-Districts. 

Parishes. 

Acreage. 

Number  of 

Inhabited 

Houses  at 

Census,  1901 

Population 

at 

Census,  1901 

ALBURY  

Albury  

4419 

248 

1224 

Shere ... 

6412 

457 

2184 

Plast  Clandon  

1448 

60 

271 

West  Clandon  

1006 

78 

378 

East  Horsley  

1832 

63 

301 

West  Horsley  

2676 

141 

671 

GUILDFORD  

Stoke-next-Guildford  . . 

2075 

861 

t4462 

Artington 

2694 

188 

896 

Merrow 

1629 

280 

1320 

GODALMING  

Godaiming  Rural 

6129 

322 

1787 

Puttenham  

1950 

97 

457 

Compton  

1998 

129 

570 

Wanborough  

1879 

56 

266 

RIPLEY  

Sspnrl  arwl  RidIpv 

5182 

459 

2301 

Ockham  

2907 

122 

564 

Wisley  .. 

1090 

33 

157 

WOKING  

Pirbi  ight,  

4711 

261 

1540 

Worplesdon 

5288 

410 

1843 

Total 

55325 

4265 

21192 

f Inclusive  of  Stoughton  Barracks  (341  in  1891  and  266  in  1901). 


The  greater  part  of  the  Parish  of  Stoke-next-Guildford  and  the  populous 
part  of  the  Parish  of  Artington  were  absorbed  into  the  Borough  of 
Guildford  in  November,  1904,  the  remaining  part  of  Stoke-next-Guildford, 
by  the  terms  of  the  Extension  Order,  being  added  to  the  Parish  of 
YVorplesdon.  The  areas,  population  and  houses  taken  into  the  Borough 
were  as  follows  : — 


Acreage 

1685 


Houses. 

919 

95 


Population. 

4524 

479 


Stoke-next-Guildford 

Artington 3°6 

Totals  1994 

The  total  acreage  of  the  District,  therefore, 
acreage  of  Artington  being  reduced  to  2,385  acres  ; and  that  of  Worplesdon 
being  increased  to  5,578  acres  by  the  addition  of  that  part  of  the  Parish  of 
Stoke-next-Guildford  which  was  not  absorbed  into  the  Borough  of  Guildford, 


1014  5003 

is  now  53,331  acres;  the 


GUILDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1908. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Onslow,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Eighth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 

sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

Population.  The  population  of  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1908  may  be 
estimated  to  have  been  about  18,300.  This  would  represent 
an  increase  of  300  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
number  of  new  houses  erected  was  83,  as  against  54  the 
previous  year,  77  in  1906,  and  80  in  1905.  The  increase  of 
300  is  arrived  at  by  multiplying  the  number  of  new  houses  by 
the  average  increase  per  house  during  the  inter-censal  period 
1891-1901,  viz.  : 3'8.  By  far  the  largest  number  of  new  houses 
(38)  were  built  in  Godaiming  Rural,  and  the  next  largest  in 
Send  and  Ripley,  and  VVorplesdon.  The  numbers  built  in  the 
various  parishes  are  given  in  the  Table  of  Water  Certificates. 

Birth  Bate.  The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  District  was  377,  as 
against  357  the  previous  year.  This  number,  in  spite  of  the 
increase  in  population,  raised  the  birth  rate  from  the  abnormally 
low  figures  of  the  previous  two  years  (18*7  and  19*3)  to  20*6 
per  1000  population.  The  rates  for  the  different  Sub-Districts 
were  as  follows  : Albury  17*2,  Godaiming  22*0,  Guildford  15*0, 
Ripley  2T7,  Woking  (Worplesdon  and  Pirbright  parishes)  26*2. 
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The  England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  for  1908  was  26*5  per 
1000,  and  that  for  England  and  Wales,  less  218  towns,  26*2 
per  1000  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  was  132. 
In  Public  Institutions  outside,  viz.  : the  County  Hospital,  the 
Workhouse,  Brookwood  Asylum,  &c.,  37  deaths  occurred  of 
persons  belonging  to  the  District,  bringing  the  number  up  to 
169,  as  against  198  the  previous  year.  This  gives  the  excep- 
tionally low  death  rate  of  9*2  per  1000  population,  as  against 
12*1  in  1907.  The  extremely  low  rate  of  infantile  mortality 
(63  per  1000  births)  has  largely  contributed  to  keep  down  the 
general  death  rate.  The  decrease  in  the  total  number  of 
deaths,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  was  mainly  due  to 
the  occurrence  of  many  fewer  deaths  from  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs. 

The  England  and  Wales  Death  Rate  was  14*7,  and  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  less  218  towns,  was  also  14*7  per  1000 
population. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic 
diseases,  viz.  : Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea,  was  only  9, 
viz.  : 1 death  from  Scarlet  Fever,  2 from  Whooping  Cough,  3 
from  Diphtheria,  and  3 from  Diarrhoea.  This  gives  the  very 
low  rate  of  *49  per  1000  population,  as  compared  with 
1*29  per  1000  population  for  England  and  Wales,  and  *99  for 
England  and  Wales,  less  218  towns. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  was  24,  as 
against  20  in  1907,  and  36  in  1906.  This  gives  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  only  63  per  1000  births,  compared  with  an 
average  of  96  for  the  previous  10  years.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  121,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  less  218 
towns,  110  per  1000  births.  The  low  rate  this  year  is  no 
doubt  due  to  the  heavy  rainfall  that  occurred  during  August, 
as  this  is  one  of  the  months  in  which  the  heaviest  infantile 
mortality  occurs  from  Summer  Diarrhoea.  Apart  from  this 
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Infectious 
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cause  however,  the  low  rate  speaks  well  for  the  careful  way  in 
which  infants  are  reared  in  the  District,  as  well  as  for  the 
general  sanitary  conditions  prevailing. 


Chief  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 

Year  1908. 

Death  Kate  Infantile 
Birth  Rate.  Death  Rate.  from  Mortality 

Epidemic  per  1000 
Disease.  Births. 


Per  1000  Population. 


England  and  Wales 

26-5 

147 

1 ’29 

121 

76  great  Towns  

27-  0 

14  9 

* "59 

128 

142  smaller  Towns 

26-0 

i4-o 

1 *26 

124 

England  and  Wales,  less 
218  Towns  

26-2 

147 

•99 

no 

Eighty-one  cases  of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurred 
during  the  year,  viz.  : 63  of  Scarlet  Fever,  15  of  Diphtheria, 
1 of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  2 of  Erysipelas.  Thirteen  of  the  cases 
of  Diphtheria  and  45  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
removed  to  Hospital. 

The  figures  for  the  previous  7 years  were  as  follows  : 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


notified. 

1901 

124 

1902 

q8 

1903 

103 

1904 

88 

1905 

79 

1906 

45 

1907 

41 

Particulars  of  the  ages  of  the  patients  and  the  localities  in 
which  the  cases  occurred  are  given  in  Table  III. 

Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  no  less  than  34  were  notified 
from  15  houses  in  the  parish  of  Send  and  Ridley.  There  were 
8 cases  in  one  house,  4 each  in  2 others,  3 in  another,  and  2 
each  in  2 of  the  remaining  houses.  The  occurrence  of  as 
many  as  8 cases  in  one  house  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  disease 
was  allowed  to  spread  through  the  whole  family  before  a doctor 
was  called  in,  Having  heard  from  outside  sources  that  there 


6 


ScartetFever , 
cont. 


were  several  cases  of  illness  in  this  house,  I visited  and  found 
the  mother  and  seven  children  suffering  or  convalescent  from 
Scarlet  Fever.  In  another  instance,  two  children  were  reported 
to  the  School  Teacher  to  be  suffering  from  Measles,  but  on 
visiting  the  house  I found  that  four  children  had  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  was  difficult  to  decide,  in  view  of  the  failure  to  report  the 
earlier  cases,  how  the  disease  was  first  introduced  into  the 
parish,  but  it  persisted  chiefly  owing  to  the  presence  at  the 
School  or  in  the  streets  of  mild  unrecognised  cases  of  the 
disease. 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  infection  was  introduced  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Ripley  Fair  and  of  another  fete  that  was 
held  in  the  village. 

Eighteen  cases  in  12  houses  were  notified  from  Merrow,  there 
being  5 cases  in  1 house  and  2 each  in  2 others.  The  majority 
of  the  cases  were  confined  to  High  Path  Road  and  Down  Road, 
into  which  the  infection  was  clearly  introduced  by  the  attend- 
ance at  School,  whilst  in  an  infectious  condition  of  a boy  from 
just  outside  the  District.  The  circumstances  attending  the 
first  cases  notified  may  be  mentioned  to  illustrate  the  great 
difficulty  which  attends  the  control  of  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  Four  children  in  a house  were  affected  at  short 
intervals  with  sore  throats,  and  a doctor  was  at  once  called  in, 
but  he  detected  no  rash  then  or  subsequently  in  the  case  of 
three  of  the  children,  and  only  a faint  and  indefinite  rash  in 
the  fourth  child,  so  that  there  did  not  appear  to  be  sufficient 
justification  to  notify  the  cases  as  Scarlet  Fever.  Within  a 
short  time,  however,  the  two  remaining  children  developed  sore 
throats,  accompanied  by  a typical  Scarlet  Fever  rash.  Of  the 
first  children  attacked,  three  shewed  no  peeling,  and  the  fourth 
only  a little  roughness  of  the  skin. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  a case  in  another  part  of  the 
parish,  I visited  the  mixed  school,  and  on  examining  the 
children  in  the  same  class,  found  one  with  his  hands  peeling 
very  freely.  I called  at  the  child’s  home,  and  found  that  the 
mother  and  four  other  children  had  been  affected  with  the 
disease,  and  that  there  had  been  no  doctor  in  attendance. 
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Scarlet  Fever, 
cont. 


Diphtheria. 


Four  cases  were  notified  in  3 houses  in  the  parish  of 
Worplesdon.  The  2 cases  that  occurred  in  one  house  are 
interesting  from  the  fact  that  other  members  of  the  family  had 
been  suffering  from  a contagious  eruption  (Impetigo).  It  is 
probable  that  the  complaints  were  related,  as  I have  previously 
noticed  the  occurrence  of  cases  indistinguishable  from  true 
Scarlet  Fever,  in  children  who  had  been  subjected  to  no  other 
source  of  infection  than  contact  with  cases  of  Impetigo. 

A comparatively  small  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  viz.  : 1 5 in  10  houses.  Three  were 
imported  cases.  Three  cases  in  2 houses  at  Merrow  occurred 
in  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  there,  both 
being  caused  by  the  attendance  of  a boy  at  School  whilst 
convalescent  from  concurrent  attacks  of  the  two  diseases. 

Six  cases  in  4 houses  occurred  at  Ripley,  3 of  the  cases 
proving  fatal.  It  is  difficult  to  state  definitely  how  the  infection 
was  introduced  in  September,  but  it  is  significant  that  a boy 
from  an  outlying  part  of  Ockham  parish  who  attended  Ripley 
School  was  removed  to  Hospital  with  a severe  attack  of 
Diphtheria,  at  the  end  of  June.  Although  no  further  cases 
were  notified  until  Sept,  x 8th,  it  is  probable  that  the  disease 
had  been  kept  alive  by  mild  attacks  among  the  school  children 
in  the  meantime. 

Two  cases  were  notified  from  an  isolated  cottage  in 
Godaiming  Rural  parish.  As  there  had  been  no  inter- 
communication with  others  on  the  part  of  the  children,  except 
at  School,  I examined  the  children  attending  the  same  depart- 
ment, and  found  one  child  with  a slight  nasal  discharge,  which 
on  bacteriological  examination  was  found  to  contain  numerous 
Diphtheria  bacilli.  After  the  exclusion  of  this  child  from 
School,  no  further  cases  were  notified. 

Thirty-two  “swabs”  from  suspicious  cases  of  Diphtheria 
were  sent  to  me  for  examination  during  the  year,  or  taken  by 
myself  in  routine  work.  Fourteen  of  these  gave  positive 
results. 
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Only  one  case  was  notified  in  the  whole  district  during  the 
year,  and  this  was  a person  who  spent  a good  portion  of  his 
time  in  London,  and  in  all  probability  contracted  the  disease 
there.  The  record  of  the  District  as  regards  Typhoid  Fever  is 
an  excellent  one.  One  other  case  was,  however,  removed  to 
the  County  Hospital  from  an  isolated  cottage  at  Wanborough, 
where  a previous  case  occurred  two  years  ago.  The  origin  of 
the  first  case  was  a mystery.  The  second  case  is  probably  to 
be  accounted  for,  either  by  the  pollution  of  the  garden  soil  by 
the  excreta  of  the  first  case  at  the  time,  or  possibly  by  the 
first  case  being  still  infectious.  The  water  supply  is  from 
Wanborough  springs,  and  is  above  suspicion. 


The  voluntary  notification  system  in  respect  of  this  disease 
remains  in  force  in  the  District,  but  only  3 cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  which  is  only  a small  proportion  of  the  cases 
actually  existing.  In  these  cases  attention  is  paid  to  the 
condition  of  the  premises,  and  as  to  the  methods  of  disposal  of 
the  sputum  and  the  carrying  out  of  what  isolation  is  practicable. 

Nine  specimens  of  sputum  from  suspicious  cases  of  the 
disease  were  sent  to  me  for  examination  during  the  year,  and 
of  these  three  were  positive  and  six  negative. 

Under  the  new  order  that  came  into  force  on  Jan.  1st,  1909, 
all  cases  of  Phthisis  that  occur  in  the  practice  of  Poor  Law 
Medical  Officers  must  in  future  be  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Fourteen  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis  (consumption  of  the 
lungs)  (*76  per  1000)  as  against  an  average  of  16  for  the 
previous  7 years. 

Twenty  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer  (IT  per  1000)  as  against 
an  average  of  18  for  the  previous  7 years. 

The  figures  for  the  previous  seven  years  were  as  follows  : 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

The  details  of  the 


Deaths  from  Phthisis. 

14 

24 

13 

24 

15 

Jo 

15 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 
20 
21 

13 
22 

14 

II 

23 


mortality  statistics  are  given  in  Tables  I, 


IV  and  V. 
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Outbreaks  occurred  at  Send,  on  account  of  which  the  School 
was  closed  from  July  17th — 29th,  and  again  from  Sept. 
4th — 28th  ; and  also  at  West  Horsley,  where  the  School  was 
closed  for  a month  from  Jan.  6th.  Several  cases  also  occurred 
at  Ockham, 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Schools  at  Merrow  were  closed 
on  account  of  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria — 
the  Infants’  School  at  Down  Road  from  Feb.  10th — 24th,  and 
again  from  Feb.  28th — March  14th,  and  the  Mixed  Department 
from  Feb.  12th — 24th. 

Ripley  School  was  also  closed  from  Sept.  23rd — Oct.  12th, 
for  the  same  reason. 

This  complaint  was  prevalent  at  Holmbury  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  and  owing  to  the  greatly  diminished  school 
attendance  caused  by  it,  the  School  was  closed  from  March 
23rd — April  6th. 

Several  cases  also  occurred  among  the  children  attending 
Busbridge  School. 

A peculiar  outbreak  of  what  appeared  to  have  been  epidemic 
jaundice  occurred  among  the  children  attending  the  Infants’ 
Department  of  Shere  Schools  at  the  end  of  1907.  As  the 
outbreak  was  not  reported  to  me  at  the  time,  I am  unable  to 
give  full  particulars.  The  children  were  said  to  have  been  at 
the  outset  pale  and  sleepy,  and  to  have  been  subsequently 
confined  to  bed  for  about  a fortnight.  They  were  dull  and 
irritable  during  convalescence.  In  some  cases  the  jaundice 
was  accompanied  by  sickness  and  diarrhoea. 

Two  cases  in  cattle  were  notified — one  from  Shere,  and  the 
other  from  East  Clandon,  where  a previous  case  had  occurred 
three  years  ago  on  an  adjoining  farm,  belonging  to  the  same 
owner. 

A case  of  Glanders  in  a donkey  was  notified  from  the  parish 
of  Worplesdon.  I visited  the  place  in  this,  and  as  well  as  in 
the  cases  of  Anthrax,  to  see  that  proper  precautions  were  taken 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  to  man, 


ISOLATION 


HOSPITAL 


» 

GUILDFORD,  GODALMING,  and  WOKING  JOINT  HOSPITAL 

BOARD. 


One  hundred  and  eighty-two  patients 

were 

admitted 

into  the  Hospital 

during  the  year  from  the  whole  of  the  Board’s 

district. 

The  cases  were  as 

follows  : — 

Total  1 

Scarlet 

Admissions. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Deaths. 

Guildford  Rural... 

59 

45 

M 

3 Diph.,  I Sc.  F. 

Guildford  Borough 

45 

27 

18 

2 »>  l >> 

Godaiming 

...  9 

0 

9 

Woking  ... 

69 

50 

19 

4 )>  2 ,, 

182 

122 

60 

14  | 10  Diph. 

— 

( 4 Sc.  F. 

Two  of  the  cases  admitted  were  suffering  from  both  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria. 


The  number  of  cases  admitted  and  the  deaths  that  occurred  during  the 
seven  previous  years  were  as  follows  : — 


Cases. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Typhoid 

1901 

•••  293 

128 

156 

9 

27 

2 

24 

I 

1902 

190 

98 

85 

7 

6 

O 

5 

I 

1903 

161 

107 

52 

2 

8 

2 

5 

I 

1904 

...  154 

93 

58 

3 

4 

I 

3 

O 

1905 

•••  135 

96 

39 

0 

2 

0 

2 

O 

1906 

172 

125 

46 

1 

5 

4 

1 

O 

1907 

...  151 

92 

57 

2 

9 

2 

6 

I 

The  admissions  in  the  several  months  were  as  follows  : 


January  

Admissions. 

IO 

Scarlet  Fever. 

6 

Diphtheria, 

4 

Deaths. 

2 

February  

27 

22 

5 

0 

March  

iS 

15 

3 

1 

April  

3 

1 

2 

1 

May  

13 

10 

3 

0 

June  

8 

7 

1 

1 

July  

17 

IT 

6 

0 

August  

13 

8 

5 

2 

September .... 

30 

21 

9 

3 

October 

1 1 

4 

7 

1 

November 

1 1 

4 

7 

1 

December  .... 

21 

13 

8 

2 

►H 

GO 

122 

60 

14 

The  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  necessary  in  the  case  of 
the  following  children  suffering  from  laryngeal  diphtheria. 

(1)  A boy  aged  4 from  Woking  admitted  in  a critical  condition  on 

March  2nd.  The  urgent  symptoms  were  relieved  and  the 
child  completely  recovered. 

(2)  The  above  child’s  sister,  aged  2,  admitted  on  March  12th.  The 

immediate  symptoms  were  relieved,  but  the  child  died  from 
secondary  hoemorrhage  six  days  later. 

(3)  A child  aged  5,  from  Godaiming  ; admitted  in  a critical 

condition  on  July  21st.  She  made  a complete  recovery. 

(4)  A child  aged  2,  from  Woking  ; admitted  Sept.  2nd.  The 

difficulty  of  breathing  was  immediately  relieved  by  the 
operation,  but  the  membrane  subsequently  extended  down- 
wards, with  the  result  that  the  child  died  two  days  later. 

(5)  A child  aged  5,  from  Guildford,  admitted  October  31st.  She 

made  a complete  recovery. 

(6)  A child  aged  3,  from  Godaiming,  admitted  Dec.  24th.  She 

She  also  made  a complete  recovery. 

Seven  so-called  “ Return  cases,”  i.e.t  cases  admitted  from 
households  to  which  patients  had  returned  from  Hospital 
within  the  preceding  month,  occurred  during  the  year.  All 
but  one  (No.  6,  a case  of  Diphtheria)  were  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 

There  were  no  cases  of  one  disease  admitted  following  the 
discharge  of  patients  suffering  from  another, 
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The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  cases. 


Length,  of 
detention  of 

Interval  between 
discharge  and 
admission 

infecting  case. 

of  return  case. 

Probable  cause. 

No.  1 

74  days 

7 days 

Enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids 

No.  2 

55  days 

12  days 

Recurrent  nasal  discharge 

No.  3 

51  days 

12  days 

Recurrent  sore  throat 

No.  4 

42  days 

12  days 

Very  obscure,  as  first  case 
was  very  mild  and 
never  peeled 

No.  5 

1 17  days 

18  days 

Recurrent  nasal  discharge 

No.  6(Diph) 

37  days 

10  days 

Recurrent  nasal  discharge 

No.  7 

57  days 

9 days 

Enlarged  tonsils  and 
adenoids 

The  number  of  return  cases  was  larger  than  usual  last  year, 
and  no  less  than  four  of  the  cases  were  from  Ripley.  It  will 
be  seen  that  length  of  detention  is  no  guarantee  against  the 
occurrence  of  these  cases,  as  one  child  was  in  hospital  nearly 
1 9 weeks.  Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  probably  act  as  a 
cause,  because  those  afflicted  with  them  are  much  more  liable 
to  contract  colds  and  sore  throats,  which  attacks  tend  to  keep 
the  infection  alive.  Another  probable  cause  is  that  the 
children  from  poorer  homes,  although  in  perfect  condition 
on  leaving  the  Hospital,  soon  relapse  on  going  home,  owing  to 
poor  food  and  want  of  care,  and  develop  colds  which  light  up 
any  traces  of  infection  that  might  be  left  in  the  air  passages. 

The  occurrence  of  some  of  the  cases  is  no  doubt  simply  a 
matter  of  coincidence,  as  is  suggested  by  the  following  instance  : 

A child  was  admitted  from  Guildford  on  Sept.  30th,  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  was  discharged  on  Dec.  24th.  Four  days, 
however,  before  she  left  the  Hospital,  another  child  was 
notified  and  removed  from  the  same  house.  No  cases  had 
been  reported  in  the  interval,  from  the  house  or  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  following  amended  notice  was  authorised  by  the 
Committee  at  the  end  of  the  year,  to  be  substituted  for  the 
one  now  in  use,  on  the  discharge  of  patients.  Similar  forms 
are  in  use  in  the  Metropolitan  and  other  Hospitals 


NOTICE. 

To  Parents,  Guardians,  and  others. 

Although  every  care  is  exercised  lo  ensure  that  patients  are  free  from 
infection  before  leaving  the  Hospital,  it  is  impossible  to 
guarantee  this.  Whenever  practicable  the  child  should  be 
sent  to  a house  where  there  are  no  children,  but  when  this 
cannot  be  done,  care  should  be  taken  for  at  least  three  weeks 
that  the  child  does  not  kiss  or  come  into  close  contact  with 
anyone,  and  it  should  on  no  account  be  allowed  to  sleep  with 
others,  especially  in  the  same  bed.  The  child  should  be 
taken  into  the  fresh  air  as  much  as  possible,  but  must  not  be 
sent  to  school  or  into  any  other  assembly  of  children.  It  is 
also  recommended  that  during  this  period  the  articles  used 
by  the  child  (such  as  handkerchiefs,  towels,  toys,  cup,  plate, 
spoon,  &c. ) should  be  kept  distinct  from  those  used  by  others. 

The  above  precautions  are  specially  important  in  the  case  of  those 
patients  who  suffer  from  discharge  from  the  nose  or  ears. 

Nine  patients  were  found  on  admission  not  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease  for  which  they  were  sent  in.  Five  of  these 
were  sent  in  as  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  were  found  to  have 
only  simple  Tonsilitis.  As  facilities  are  provided  by  each  of  the 
authorities  constituting  the  Board  for  the  examination  of  swabs 
from  suspicious  cases  of  Diphtheria,  there  is  not  much  excuse 
for  sending  in  what  is  supposed  might  be  a mild  case  of 
Diphtheria.  In  severe  cases  as  a rule,  the  diagnosis  is  not 
difficult,  and  the  taking  of  a swab  only  means  loss  of  valuable 
time,  at  any  rate  unless  antitoxin  is  at  once  administered. 
Mild  cases,  however,  do  not  require  antitoxin,  and  no  harm  is 
likely  to  be  done  by  the  delay  involved  in  taking  and  examining 
a swab,  whilst  much  trouble  and  expense  might  thereby  be 
saved,  not  to  mention  the  risk  to  the  patient  of  contracting  the 
disease  in  the  Hospital. 

Of  the  four  cases  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever,  one  had  German 
Measles  and  the  three  others,  various  forms  of  Erythema. 


Sewerage  and 
Drainage 


Pirbright. 

I attended,  in  January,  a meeting  of  the  Parochial  Committee 
which  was  appointed  to  formulate  a scavenging  scheme  for  the 
parish,  and  visited,  with  them,  some  of  the  places  most  in  need 
of  scavenging. 
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Sewerage  and  rhe  report  of  the  Committee  was  received  and  adopted  by 
Drainage.  . 

cont.  the  Council  at  their  meeting  in  June,  and  it  was  then  forwarded 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  general  sanction 
before  the  suggestions  therein  were  carried  into  effect. 

The  scheme  recommended  by  the  Committee  was  the 
provision  of  a 290  gallon  (Coleman  and  Moreton’s  pattern)  cart 
with  pump,  hose  and  liquid  manure  distributor,  at  a cost  of 
£ 22  17s.  od.,  and  the  accepting  of  a local  tender  to  supply  a 
man  and  horse  to  empty  cesspools,  at  a cost  of  6/-  up  to  600 
gallons,  and  10/-  from  600  to  1,000  gallons.  The  cesspools 
are  to  be  empiied  within  48  hours  of  request,  and  between 
sunset  and  8 a.m.  in  the  winter  months  (Oct.  1st  to  April  1st) 
and  between  sunset  and  7 a.m.  in  summer. 

The  scheme  is  an  improvement  on  the  existing  conditions, 
in  so  far  as  a new  sewage  cart  is  provided,  and  the  contractor 
is  bound  to  empty  a cesspool  within  48  hours.  It  does  not, 
however,  provide  for  any  systematic  scavenging,  but  only  for 
the  emptying,  presumably  when  they  begin  to  overflow,  of 
cesspools  at  the  request  and  at  the  expense  of  the  owners. 

As  the  cart  has  only  recently  been  acquired,  there  is  nothing 
to  report  this  year  as  to  the  working  of  the  scheme. 

Ripley. 

I reported  to  the  Council  in  September  in  connection  with 
the  outbreak  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  at  Ripley  that  I 
had  frequently  received  complaints  during  my  inquiries  into 
the  origin  of  the  cases,  that  children  were  in  the  habit  of 
playing  on  the  refuse  tip  on  the  Green,  and  that  it  was  quite 
probable  that,  at  any  rate  when  infection  was  about,  this 
practice  tended  to  spread  disease.  As  a large  area  was  used 
as  a tip,  it  seemed  very  desirable  that  a smaller  area  should  be 
used,  and  that  this  should  be  enclosed. 

This  suggestion  was  sent  to  the  Parish  Council,  who  there- 
upon decided  to  prohibit  entirely  the  tipping  of  any  house 
refuse  on  the  Green,  without  providing  another  tip  instead. 
As  there  are  many  houses  in  the  village  without  any  garden 
ground  whatever  for  the  disposal  of  such  refuse,  I reported  to 
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Sewerage  ana 
Drainage, 
cont. 


Water 

Supply. 


the  Council  in  November  that  an  unfortunate  situation  had 
thus  arisen  which  called  for  immediate  action.  The  Parish 
Council  were  thereupon  recommended  to  temporarily  enclose 
the  smallest  possible  area  of  Ripley  Green  for  use  as  a refuse 
tip,  so  as  to  prevent  children  playing  thereon,  and  that  the 
refuse  be  sufficiently  covered  with  mould  by  a man  charged 
with  the  reception  of  the  same. 

This  refuse  tip  has  been  in  use  for  a great  number  of  years. 
It  is  situated  at  one  side  of  the  Green  and  is  the  site  of  an 
excavation — possibly  an  old  gravel  pit.  It  is  about  ioo  yards 
from  the  houses,  but  the  chief  objection  to  it  was,  that 
the  whole  length  of  the  excavation  was  used  as  a tip,  and  that 
children  were  constantly  found  to  be  playing  on  the  rubbish. 


Merrow. 

The  voluntary  scavenging  scheme  continues  in  force  here, 
and  was  successfully  carried  on  last  year.  The  Clerk  to  the 
Local  Sanitary  Committee  (Mr.  W.  H.  Tunnell)  has  been  good 
enough  to  inform  me  that  42  cesspools  (representing  153  loads 
of  sewage)  were  emptied  last  year.  Almost  all  these  cesspools 
are  in  High  Path  and  Down  Roads.  Others  have  been 
emptied  by  a tumbler  cart,  but  the  number  of  loads  have  not 
been  recorded.  One  or  two  new  cesspools  have  been  dug,  and 
six  extra  standpipes  inserted.  The  bi-monthly  collection  of 
house  refuse  has  also  been  continued,  and  the  scheme  appears 
to  give  general  satisfaction.  The  total  working  cost  has  been 
about  ^90. 


A constant  supply  was  kept  up  throughout  the  year  in  all  the 
water  mains  in  the  district. 

In  the  case  of  the  Woking  Water  Company  the  following 
extension  of  mains  were  made  during  the  year  : — 

Hatchford  End,  Ockham  710  yards 

Send 101  ,, 

Newark  Lane,  Ripley  105  ,, 


Water 

Supply. 

cont. 
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Sixty  dwellings  were  connected  with  the  mains  during  the 
year,  the  majority  being  new  premises. 

The  Council  addressed  a letter  to  the  Woking  Water  Com- 
pany in  March,  asking  them  to  be  good  enough  to  take  some 
steps  to  soften  the  water  before  it  gets  to  the  consumer’s 
houses.  The  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  by  reason  of  the  high 
organic  purity  of  the  water  it  was  admirably  suitable  for  the 
supply  of  the  district  from  a sanitary  point  of  view,  and  there- 
fore the  Directors  did  not  think  it  desirable  to  have  the  water 
delivered  otherwise  than  in  its  natural  condition. 

This  reply  is  obviously  not  to  the  point,  for  the  softening 
process,  besides  removing  excess  of  chalk,  would  add  to  the 
purity  of  the  water  if  properly  carried  out. 


East  Horsley. 

The  water  supply  of  this  village  remains  as  it  was  a year  ago, 
except  that  three  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  extension 
of  main  laid  as  far  as  the  Rectory  in  the  previous  year.  The 
Woking  Water  Company  were  asked  for  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  extending  the  main  from  the  Rectory  up  through  the 
village,  with  a view  to  supplying  the  cottages,  slaughter-house 
and  Inn,  which  are  still  greatly  in  need  of  an  adequate  water 
supply,  as  previously  reported  by  me. 

On  going  into  the  matter  the  Company  found  that  if  they 
extended  the  existing  main  there  would  not  be  sufficient  pres- 
sure to  supply  the  upper  part  of  the  village,  and  that  this  could 
only  be  satisfactorily  done  by  connecting  up  the  main  with  the 
high  level  reservoir  between  Clandon  and  the  Downs,  and 
which  would  entail  an  expenditure  of  ^1200.  The  Water 
Supply  Committee  thereupon,  in  face  of  this  estimate,  were 
unable  to  recommend  the  Council  to  approve  of  a scheme 
which  they  calculated  would  involve  an  expenditure  equal  to 
at  least  a 6d.  rate  on  the  parish. 
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Water 

Supply. 

cont. 


Compton  Water  Supply. 

The  work  of  laying  the  mains  to  supply  the  village  was  com- 
menced early  this  year  (1909)  by  the  Godaiming  Corporation. 
When  completed  a further  inspection  and  examination  will  be 
made  of  the  well-water  supplies  of  the  houses  en  route,  and  the 
necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to  have  them  connected  with  the 
mains  in  all  cases  where  the  present  supplies  are  unsatisfactory. 


Eashing. 

In  consequence  of  the  unfavourable  report  I made  to  the 
Council  in  1907  as  to  the  water  supply  of  this  hamlet,  the 
Godaiming  Corporation  were  asked  whether  they  would  be 
prepared  to  extend  their  mains  so  as  to  provide  a supply.  The 
Corporation  offered  to  lay  a main  if  guaranteed  for  four  years  a 
return  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  capital  outlay,  and  if  at  the  end 
of  four  years  the  water  rates  receivable  did  not  amount  to 
10  per  cent,  the  Rural  District  Council  would  refund  a sum 
equal  to  40  times  the  difference  between  the  sum  actually 
receivable  at  the  end  of  the  four  years  and  the  sum  representing 
10  per  cent,  on  the  capital  outlay,  and  also  pay  the  cost  of  the 
agreement.  The  capital  outlay  was  estimated  to  be  £900, 
and  the  Council’s  Surveyor  estimated  the  revenue  would  be 
,£32  per  annum.  The  Committee,  after  considering  the 
matter,  thought  that  as  the  scheme  would  incur  a liability  of 
^500,  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  at  the  present  time  was  not 
justifiable,  as  there  appeared  to  be  no  immediate  need  to 
provide  a public  water  supply. 

Godaiming  Corporatio?i  Water  Supply. 

In  consequence  of  two  of  the  sources  of  supply  of  the 
Corporation  not  being  in  my  opinion  entirely  satisfactory,  I 
suggested  to  the  Council  the  desirability  of  having  an  expert’s 
opinion  on  the  matter.  The  Council  decided  to  have  samples 
taken  from  these  two  sources  by  Dr.  Rideal  for  analysis. 
The  Corporation,  however,  objected  to  admit  any  other 
expert  upon  the  premises  belonging  to  their  water  undertaking, 


Water 

Supply 

cont. 
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but  were  prepared  to  allow  the  duly  qualified  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  any  authority  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains. 
The  samples  were  therefore  collected  by  myself  and  sent  to 
Dr.  Rideal,  in  March  and  October,  who  reported  unfavourably, 
more  especially  as  to  one  of  the  sources  of  supply,  and 
suggested  that  both  should  be  filtered. 

His  reports  were  sent  to  the  Godaiming  Town  Council,  who 
sent  their  own  Analyst’s  reports  in  exchange.  In  December, 
however,  they  notified  the  District  Council  that  in  future  they 
would  not  give  facilities  for  samples  from  individual  sources  of 
supplies  to  be  taken  for  analysis  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities. 
The  Council  thereupon  decided  to  send  a copy  of  the  whole  of 
the  correspondence  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  that 
the  Board  be  informed  of  the  views  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  as  to  the  two  sources  of  supply  which  in  his  opinion 
ought  to  be  discontinued. 

Meanwhile  the  Town  Council  are  taking  steps  to  provide 
two  other  sources  of  supply  in  the  Greensand,  and  application 
has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a loan  to 
cover  the  cost. 

A r ting  ton. 

The  offer  of  the  Guildford  Town  Council  to  extend  their 
main  to  supply  the  five  cottages  in  Portsmouth  Road  at  a cost 
of  £30  was  accepted,  and  the  extension  was  carried  out.  The 
connections  have  also  been  made  to  the  five  cottages  at  a cost 
of  ,£14  15s.  od. 

The  question  arose,  in  connection  with  the  water  supply  of 
three  cottages  in  an  outlying  part  of  Pirbright  parish,  as  to  the 
suitability  of  an  open  stream  as  a source  of  drinking  water, 
without  previous  filtration.  I inspected  this  particular  stream 
in  October,  and  took  a second  sample  after  rain.  The  stream, 
for  a part  of  its  course,  is  open  to  the  common  and  is  near  the 
road,  and  is  hence  liable  to  pollution.  The  water  was  dis- 
coloured, and  analysis  shewed  that  it  contained  excremental 
organisms.  It  was  suggested  that  the  provision  of  an  ordinary 
household  filter  would  meet  the  difficulty,  but  these  (excepting 
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WellWaters. 


the  Pasteur-Chamberland  or  Berkefeld  filters,  which  are  not  of 
much  practical  use  in  the  absence  of  adequate  water  pressure), 
are  worse  than  useless.  A sand  and  gravel  filter  outside  would 
be  the  best  under  these  circumstances.  These  filters  however, 
require  looking  after,  so  that  sources  of  supply  which  need 
filtration  on  a small  scale  are  to  be  avoided  if  possible.  A 
properly  constructed  well,  which,  by  being  rendered  watertight 
for  at  least  the  upper  six  feet,  ensures  the  filtration  of  the  water 
entering  it  through  at  least  that  depth  of  soil,  is  altogether 
preferable  and  safer,  when  the  subsoil  water  is  not  otherwise 
objectionable. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  pointed  out  that  in  dealing  with  the 
suitability  of  a particular  water  supply  for  drinking  purposes, 
the  question  to  be  decided  is  not  whether  the  supply  can  be 
proved  to  have  given  rise  to  illness  in  the  past,  but  whether  the 
source  is  liable  to  contamination  which,  if  it  occurred,  would 
give  rise  to  illness  in  the  future.  The  history  of  epidemics  of 
waterborne  disease  shew  that  the  water  which  was  the  cause  of 
the  outbreaks  had  been  drunk  often  for  many  years  with 
impunity,  until  a particular  contamination  occurred  to  which 
the  source  had  all  along  been  liable. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Laboratory  Report  that  out  of  47 
samples  examined,  30  proved  to  be  either  distinctly  unsuitable 
or  of  suspicious  quality.  In  all  instances  steps  were  taken 
either  to  have  the  wells  cleaned  out  and  improved,  or  to  have 
water  laid  on  from  the  mains  if  available. 

In  one  instance  it  was  necessary,  owing  to  the  cost  being 
greater  than  that  allowed  by  the  Act,  to  apply  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  sanction  a demand  by  the  Council  on 
the  owner  of  a cottage  on  Stringer’s  Common  to  lay  on  water 
from  the  main  at  a cost  of  £9  10s.  od.,  under  the  provision  of 
sect.  3 of  the  Public  Health  Water  Act,  1878.  The  Board, 
however,  recommended  the  Council  to  proceed  instead  under 
sect.  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  This  was  done,  and  in 
default  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  the  Council  ordered  the  work 
to  be  carried  out,  and  the  cost  recovered  from  the  owner. 
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The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  Water  Certificates 
granted  during  the  year  1908  in  respect  of  new  houses,  and  the 
parishes  in  which  they  are  situated. 


Parish.  No.  Source  of  Water  Supply. 

Godaiming  Rural  36  Mains  of  Godaiming  Corporation  32, 

Busbridge  Hall  Supply  1,  Wells  3. 

Compton  2 Mains  of  Godaiming  Corporation  1,  Well  1. 

Pirbright  5 Ditto  Woking  Water  Co. 

Merrow  6 Ditto  ditto 

Worplesdon  9 Ditto  ditto 

West  Horsley  ...  5 Ditto  ditto 

East  Horsley 1 Ditto  ditto 

Send  and  Ripley  15  Ditto  ditto  14,  Well  1. 

Ockham 1 Ditto  ditto 

Albury  1 Ditto  ditto 

Artington  x Well. 

Shere  1 Mains  of  Sir  R.  M.  Bray. 

83 


Of  the  Godaiming  Rural  houses,  25  were  in  the  bye-law  area 
and  1 1 outside. 

It  will  be  seen  that  all  the  new  dwellings,  with  six  exceptions, 
were  supplied  from  the  mains.  In  the  case  of  a well  at 
Binscombe,  the  owner  gave  an  undertaking  to  connect  the 
house  with  the  water  mains  when  they  are  laid. 

The  Council  continue  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  sect.  6 of 
the  Public  Health  Water  Act  by  insisting  on  notice  being  given 
before  a new  house  is  occupied,  in  order  that  the  water  supply 
may  first  be  investigated. 

Prosecutions  were  instituted  and  convictions  obtained  in 
three  instances  during  the  year,  for  contravention  of  the  Act, 
although  in  both  cases  a sufficient  water  supply  had  been  laid 
on  before  the  dwellings  were  occupied. 


Fifty-nine  samples  of  drinking  water  were  analysed  during 
the  year.  The  samples  from  wells  were  collected  and  sub- 
mitted by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  course  of  his  inspections, 
and  those  from  the  public  supplies  were  collected  by  myself. 
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Table  shewing  sources  of  samples  of  Water  analysed  in  the 
Laboratory  during  1908,  with  results. 


Parishes. 

Number. 

Suitable  lor 
Drinaing. 

Unsuitable  for 
Drinking. 

Doubtful. 

1 —Shallow  Wells. 

Riplev 

— 

— 

— 

— 

West  Horsley 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Pirbright 

5 

— ’ 

4 

1 

Albury 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Worplesdon 

9 

3 

4 

2 

Ockham  

15 

3 

9 

3 

Godalming  Rufal  

5 

4 

1 

— 

Sheie  

2 

1 

1 

— 

Aldington  

4 

1 

3 

— 

Kflsf.  Hnrslflv  





2.— Wells  and  Mains  of 

Water  Companies,  &c. 

Wey  Valley  Co 

0 

la 

2 

— 

— 

Woking  Water  Co  

4 

4 

— 

— 

Hurtwood  Water  Co 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Godaiming  Corporation 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Wnrks  of  Sir  R TVf  Rra.v 

1 

1 

Ho.  Hake  of  Northumberland 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Guildford  Corporation  

1 

i 

A 

— 

— 

'totals 

59 

27 

24 

8 

All  the  samples  from  the  public  supplies  were  of  excellent 
quality,  with  the  exception  of  two  from  the  mains  of  the 
Godaiming  Corporation,  which  were  not  up  to  the  high 
standard  of  the  samples  from  the  other  supplies.  The  steps 
taken  in  this  connection  have  already  been  mentioned. 

The  majority  of  the  samples,  including  all  those  from  the 
water  mains  were  subjected  to  a bacteriological  as  well  as  a 
chemical  examination. 

The  number  examined  last  year  was  considerably  smaller 
than  in  previous  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that  no  investigation 
was  carried  out  into  the  whole  of  the  water  supply  of  any 
particular  locality. 

Forty-three  pathological  specimens  were  also  examined,  most 
of  them  having  been  sent  by  medical  men,  and  some  taken  by 
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Laboratory 

Work. 

cont. 


myself  in  the  course  of  investigations  into  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease. 


“ Swabs”  from  suspicious  cases 

of 

No. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Diphtheria  

32 

14 

18 

Sputum  from  suspicious 

cases 

of 

Phthisis  

9 

3 

6 

Blood  from  suspicious 

cases 

of 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

1 

0 

Blood  from  suspicious 

cases 

of 

Anthrax  

1 

0 

1 

43 

18 

25 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces 

and  Homework. 


1 .—inspection. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Written 

Fremises.  Inspections.  Notices. 


Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Factories 


58  5 

3 — 


2. — Defects  Found. 

Particulars. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Overcrowding 

I Defective  Drainage 
Accumulations 
, Overflowing  Cesspools 
Sanitary  Accommodation,  unsuitable  or  defective 


Number  of  Defects 
Found.  Remedied. 


4 

0 

1 

o 

o 

o 


4 

0 

1 

o 

o 

o 


5 5 


3.— Home  Workers.—  None. 


4.—  Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

28 

Laundries 

9 

Dressmakers  and  Tailors  ... 

6 

Builders,  Plumbers,  and  Painters 

19 

Blacksmiths  and  Wheelwrights 

1 7 

Cycle  Repairers 

3 

Sadlers 

2 

Others 

...  ... 

4 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  88 


5.— Other  Matters. 

Class.  Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  1 13) 


• • • 


5 
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Housing  of 
the  Working 
Glasses  Act. 


No  dwellings  were  reported  under  this  Act  as  being  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  One  cottage  in  Artington  which  was 
almost  unfit,  the  owners  have  decided  to  pull  down  and 
rebuild. 

Only  one  Statutory  Notice  was  ordered  to  be  served  by  the 
Council  in  connection  with  overcrowding.  This  was  in  a row 
of  cottages  at  Burpham.  Several  other  notices  were  ordered 
by  the  Council  to  be- served  in  connection  with  various  sanitary 
defects  in  dwellings  reported  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A house-to-house  inspection  was  made  in  May  by  my  locum 
tenens  (Dr.  Wollaston)  in  conjunction  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  of  all  the  houses  in  George  Road,  Farncombe. 
Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered,  but  these  could 
be  obviated  by  using  the  parlour  as  a bedroom.  Notices  to 
cleanse  and  limewash  parts  of  the  houses  were  necessary  in  17 
instances.  Accumulations  of  house  refuse  were  present  in 
most  cases — the  small  gardens  being  insufficient  to  dispose  of 
it  satisfactorily.  I reported  to  the  Council  that  in  my  opinion 
a system  of  scavenging  for  this  road  would  be  a great 
advantage. 

A Statutory  Notice  was  served  in  one  instance,  calling  upon 
the  owner  to  make  the  top  sashes  of  the  windows  to  open.  A 
note  is  always  taken  as  to  the  condition  of  the  windows  in  this 
respect,  and  the  defect,  when  present,  has  always  been 
remedied.  The  ventilation  of  rooms  cannot  be  at  all  adequate 
when  the  top  sash  is  fixed. 

A circular  letter  from  the  Rural  District  Councils  Associa- 
tion re  The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Bill,  as  far  as  it 
affected  Rural  District  Councils,  was  considered,  and  the 
Council  decided  to  record  its  appreciation  of  the  fact  that 
Rural  District  Councils  are  to  remain  the  Local  Authorities  for 
the  administration  of  the  Housing  Acts,  subject  to  the  power 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
the  Acts  in  cases  of  default.  The  Council  was  of  opinion  that 
the  grant  of  concurrent  powers  to  any  other  Authority  would 
be  fatal  to  the  efficient  administration  of  the  powers  of  the 
Acts  in  Rural  Districts. 
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Fruit  Pickers 


Fairies  and 
Cowsheds. 


A number  of  girls  are  brought  down  in  the  summer  for  the 
strawberry  and  raspberry  picking  between  Send  and  Ripley. 
A large  corrugated  iron  shed,  with  separate  cubicles  has  been 
provided  for  them  to  sleep  in,  and  an  open  shed  to  eat  in.  A 
small  covered  shed  is  also  provided  (where  water  is  laid  on) 
for  washing  purposes.  None  of  the  floors  were  boarded,  but 
the  sand  appeared  to  be  quite  dry. 

A considerable  number  of  tent  and  van  dwellers  are  also 
employed  on  the  same  fruit  farm,  as  well  as  a number  of  local 
people.  Some  of  the  tents  were  without  a proper  board  floor- 
ing for  the  beds,  and  there  was  a case  of  overcrowding  in  one 
van. 

Frequent  visits  are  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  these 
places,  and  also  by  myself  in  certain  cases,  as  when  serious 
defects  are  reported,  or  when  the  milk  supply  is  under 
suspicion. 

Statutory  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  five  dairy 
farms  to  remedy  nuisances  arising  from  the  drainage  of  the 
farm  yard  finding  its  way  into  the  road  ditches  or  roadside 
ponds. 

One  cowkeeper  was  summoned  and  fined  £2  for  carrying 
on  the  trade  of  a dairyman  without  first  being  registered  by  the 
Council. 

The  Council  decided  in  November  that  the  requirements 
under  the  Dairies  Order,  including  those  dealing  with  registra- 
tion and  the  sanitation  of  cowsheds,  should  be  published  each 
year  by  advertisement  and  by  placards  throughout  the  district. 

Under  the  London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1907,  the  Medical  and  Veterinary  Officers  of  that  Council  have 
power  to  inspect  the  cattle  in  any  cowshed  from  which  milk  is 
sent  to  London,  and  also  to  take  samples,  and  to  exclude  any 
milk  they  may  find  to  be  tuberculous. 

It  has  lately  been  found  that  the  droppings  of  cows  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  contain  tubercle  bacilli  in  great  numbers. 
This  is  a very  powerful  additional  reason  why  the  efforts  being 
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Dairies  and 
Cowsheds, 
coni. 


Building 

Byelaws. 


Schools. 


made  to  ensure  cleanliness  of  the  milk  should  not  be  relaxed. 
Much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of  keeping  the  cows’ 
teats  and  udders  clean.  Reliance  seems  to  be  placed  by  the 
cowkeepers  on  the  subsequent  straining  of  the  milk,  and  they 
do  not  realise  that  this  fails  to  remove  the  germs  and  very  fine 
dirt.  Most  of  the  milk  is  produced  on  general  farms  where 
special  attention  is  not  paid  to  dairying.  The  dairy  industry 
requires  special  management,  and  no  great  improvement  can 
be  hoped  for  until  farms  are  established  in  which  dairying  is 
the  only  industry  carried  on,  and  this  on  scientific  principles. 

The  new  Byelaws  affecting  Pirbright  and  Artington,  as  finally 
amended  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  were  approved  in 
March,  and  application  made  to  the  Board  for  power  to  make 
Bye-laws  under  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  relating  to 
the  paving  of  yards.  This  power  was  granted,  and  the  new 
Bye-laws  sealed  in  July. 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  were  visited  during  the  year, 
and  any  defects  found  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School 
Managers  or  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  County  Education 
Committee. 

The  school  at  Wanborough  has  been  enlarged  and 
thoroughly  renovated,  and  is  now  very  satisfactory  in  every 
respect. 

The  playground  at  Ripley  School  is  still  in  a bad  condition. 
The  closets  are  connected  with  the  sewer,  but  they  have  not 
been  kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

The  playground  attached  to  Shere  School  also  requires 
making  up. 
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Rainfall  Records  for  1908, 

At  three  Stations  in  the  Guildford  Rural  District,  kindly  sent  me  by  the 
following  Observers : — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

M ay 

J une 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

Total 

Compton  Rectory  : 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

Rev.  H.  H.  Gillett  . 

2 "I  I 

I ‘04 

3'25 

3‘10 

2-l8 

i-88 

2-48 

4U4 

175 

2-91 

74 

278 

28-36 

No.  of  wet  days  ... 

Piccard’s  Rough, 
Guildford  : 

9 

12 

i5 

14 

13 

7 

12 

T5 

12 

9 

8 

18 

x44 

H.  A.  Powell,  Esq. 

I-3I 

71 

2‘74 

276 

1*94 

1-44 

2-07 

00 

'-J 

i ’44 

2*62 

75 

2-23 

23-90 

No.  of  wet  days  ... 

High  Clandon  : 

F.  B.  Eastwood, 

IO 

x3 

1 7 

15 

15 

6 

12 

15 

x5 

13 

13 

19 

163 

Esq. 

i-88 

•76 

3*23 

276 

2-09^2-05 

2-30 

391 

1 *48  276 

•94 

3‘23 

27'K 

I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  W.  C.  PIERCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1908  and 

previous  Years. 


r—i 

5 ^ 

Total  Deaths 

Registered  in  the  District. 

-ij 

o 

O'C 
3 « 
3 2 

rjl  « 

% U 

r— ■ ,r1 

•H  Q 

P O) 

c m 

O--  rt 

s regis- 

itutions 

rict. 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  ages 
belonging 
to  the  District. 

Year. 

Population 
to  estimated  to  mid 

of  each  Yoai 

Under  1 Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

a.  ” 

•2  5 

GO  i—l 

XI  .3 

Deaths  of  Resident 

'Z  tered  in  Public  Inst 

beyond  the  Dist 

1 

Number. 

►s-  Rate.* 

• 

(h 

CD 

a 

3 

& 

5 

Rate  per 

05  1000  Births 

registered. 

*4 

15 

X> 

a 

£ 

7 

* •9P3R  OO 

Oj  CG 

o pj 

A.S 

cj  'Z 

■*-»  -4-3 

O ,rH 

£ 

9 

=h  s-  |3 

o»o 

GG  CO  +3 

^ Tr  O 

10 

o> 

-Q 

a 

12 

• 

a5 

+-> 

c3 

13 

1898 

20510 

460 

22‘4 

60 

130 

240 

11-7 

5 

2 

34 

272 

13-3 

1899 

20760 

472 

22-7 

61 

129 

248 

11-9 

9 

8 

50 

290 

13-9 

1900 

21010 

508 

24*2 

63 

124 

299 

14-2 

9 

9 

45 

335 

16*9 

1901 

21260 

505 

23-7 

45 

89 

218 

10-2 

28 

15 

52 

255 

12-0 

1902 

21600 

513 

23-7 

47 

91 

224 

10-4 

6 

3 

41 

262 

121 

1903 

21960 

489 

22-2 

42 

86 

192 

8-7 

8 

7 

31 

216 

9-8 

1904 

22310 

508 

22-8 

38 

74 

219 

9-8 

4 

4 

46 

261 

11-7 

1905 

17500 

375 

21-4 

26 

69 

150 

8-6 

... 

... 

34 

184 

10-5 

1906 

17800 

333 

187 

36 

108 

157 

8-8 

• • • 

... 

35 

192 

10-8 

1907 

18000 

347 

19-3 

20 

58 

158 

8-8 

... 

... 

43 

201 

11*1 

Averages  ) 
for  years  \ 

20271 

451 

22-1 

23 

96 

211 

10-3 

7 

r 

O 

41 

247 

12-1 

1898-1907  ) 

i 

tl908 

18300 

377 

20*6 

24 

63 

132 

7*2 

... 

• • • 

37 

169 

9-2 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


f Total  population  at  all  Ages,  21,192 

t Area  of  District  in  acres  , 

(exclusive  of  area  | 55,000.  t Number  of  inhabited  houses,  4,265 
covered  by  water).  J 

f Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5. 


GO 

3 • 

CO  1—1 

a £ 
. a>  os 
O -1 

o 


f The  following  areas,  houses  and  population  were  transferred  to  the  Borough  of  Guildford 
in  November,  1904  : 


Acreage. 

Houses. 

Population. 

Stoke-next- Guildford  

1685 

919 

4524 

Artington  

309 

95 

479 

Totals  

1994 

1014 

5003 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the 
District — None. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  District — 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford  ; Union  Workhouse  and  Infirmary,  Guildford  ; 
lirookwood  County  Asylum,  Woking.  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Guildford,  Godaiming 
and  Woking  Joint  Hospital  Board,  Guildford. 


TABLE  II.— Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  III— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1908. 
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Total  Cases  removed  to  Hospital  (Diphtheria  13,  Scarlet  tever  45)  58. 
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TABLE  IY. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 


DKATH8  in  or  belonging  to  the 
whole  District  atsubjoined  ages. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging 
to  Sub-Districts  (at  all  ages) 


Causes  of  Death. 


All  ages. 

Under  1 . 

1 and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  65. 

o5  and 

upwards. 

Albury 

Godaiming 

Guildford 

Ripley 

W oking 

(Pirbright  and 

Worplesdon). 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

... 

... 

1 

• . . 

1 

3 

... 

1 

2 

3 

4 

... 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

~2 

1 

1 

• • . 

V 

i 

1 

14 

1 

4 

9 

::: 

*5 

3 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

20 

• • • 

13 

7 

6 

1 

4 

4 

5 

13 

2 

1 

2 

8 

6 

4 

3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

• • • 

: 1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

i 

... 

... 

4 

4 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

24 

• • « 

2 

11 

11 

8 

5 

1 

6 

4 

5 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

2 

... 

1 

... 

2 

2 

• • • 

» • • 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

59 

12 

• • • 

... 

17 

30 

19 

8 

6 

16 

11 

169 

24 

6 

6 

6 

62 

65 

52 

28 

18 

38 

33 

O 

• r—i 

~o  2 
-3  ^ 
(£■** 

(3  — 
,rH  co 

o 

-rH 

03  tJ 

CD  P 

ft- 

— . cn 
o3  e 
** 

O M 


Small-pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping-cough  

Diphtheria  and  membra- 
nous croup 

Croup  

Fever  | Enteric  

( Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza  .... 

Cholera  

Plague  

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever  

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases  . . . 

Phthisis  

< >ther  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 
piratory organs  

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of 

liver  

Venereal  diseases  

Premature  birth  

Diseases  and  accidents 

of  parturition  

Heart  diseases  

Accidents  

Suicides  

All  other  causes  


All  causes 


District 


Tube: 
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TABLE  Y.-  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1908. 

Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

1 month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

m 

rP 

e 

o 

S 

t 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months  I 

1 Total  Deaths 

1 under  1 year. 

« f Certified  

5 

3 

2 

10 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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All  tauses  Uncertified  

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

/Small-pox  

Chicken-pox  

Measles  

gs- 

Scarlet  Fever  

S ® 

U 

Diphtheria  : Croup  

^Whooping_Cough  

1 

1 

2 

o44 

. 

m 00 

' 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

•g  d 

Enteritis 

l 

1 

E g 

CC  • rH 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestin- 
al  Catarrh 

Premature  Birth  

4 

4 

4 

Congenital  Defects  

Iniurv  at  Birth  

1 

1 

1 

2 

bo  S 

W 

1 

1 

2 

2 

03  J 

m S 1 

Want  of  Breast-milk  .... 

Atrophy,  Debility 

Marasmus 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

7 

00 

rTuberculous  Meningitis® 
Tuberculous  Per  itonitis : 
Tabes  Mesenterica 

gri 

3 « 

o ci  J 

^ © Y 

0>  CO 

Is 

Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 
eases 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Meningitis  ( not  Tubercu- 
lous) 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Laryngitis  

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlying 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

1 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

2 

Other  Causes 

1 

6 

3 

2 

... 

11 

3 

1 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

1 
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District  of  Guildford5  Rural. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1808 18,300. 

Births  in  the  year,  legitimate  and  illegitimate  377. 

Deaths  in  the  year,  legitimate  and  illegitimate  infants..  24. 
Deaths  from  ail  causes  at  all  ages 169, 


